Pancytopenia in allogeneic marrow transplant recipients: role of cytomegalovirus.
We describe the clinical course of three cytomegalovirus-antibody-positive allogeneic marrow graft recipients who developed progressive pancytopenia during the third month post-transplant. Bone marrow biopsy cores were hypocellular without evidence of disease recurrence. Haemopoietic progenitor assays demonstrated a decrease of all assayable progenitors. Cytomegalovirus was identified from the blood and urine of all three patients. However, none of the patients developed other manifestations of cytomegalovirus infection such as pneumonitis, hepatitis and enteritis. The therapeutic use of ganciclovir and intravenous immunoglobulins resulted in prompt resolution of both viraemia and viruria in all three patients, and of pancytopenia in two patients.